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Negotiating the 2030 Agenda at the 
UN: what it looked like 

• 13 sessions of the 
Open Working Group 

• 7 Inter-Governmental 
Negotiation sessions 
at the UN 

• 5 preparatory 
sessions for the Third 
International 
Conference on 
Financing for 
Development 
 



A comprehensive EU preparation 
of the SDG negotiations 

• Commission Communication 27 February 2013:  "A Decent  Life for All: Ending poverty 
and giving the world a sustainable future" 
 

• Council Conclusions, 25 June 2013: "The Overarching Post 2015 Agenda" 
 

• Commission Communication 16 July 2013 "Beyond 2015: towards a comprehensive and 
integrated approach to financing poverty eradication and sustainable development". 
 

• Council Conclusions 12 December 2013 "Financing poverty eradication and sustainable 
development beyond 2015". 
 

• Commission Communication, 2 June 2014:  "A Decent Life for all: from vision to 
collective action" 
 

• Council Conclusions, 16 December 2014:  "On a transformative post-2015 agenda" 
 

• Commission Communication, 5 February 2015:  "A Global Partnership for Poverty 
Eradication and Sustainable Development after 2015" 
 

• Council Conclusions, 26 May 2015: A New Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication and 
Sustainable Development after 2015 



 



Follow Up and Review 

• National, regional, global level 

• High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development 

• Stakeholder engagement & accountability to 
citizens 

• All goals & targets including MoI 

• Indicators 

 



So What Has Really Changed…? 

- New Agenda is…… 

- - Universal - SDGs for all countries 

- - Inclusive – all need to be involved – 
public/private; government/non-government etc. 

- - Interlinked – progress on each goal can 
promote progress across whole agenda 

- - Innovative – need new approaches, 
partnerships and learning 



The new 
European 
Consensus on 
Development 



Why a new European Consensus on 
Development? 

New EU and 
International 
Framework 

New Global 
Challenges 

A new shared vision of 
development policy for the  
EU and its Member States 



New global challenges 



A new EU and international 
framework 



2019: EU response to the 2030 
Agenda 

 

• - November 2016, the European Commission set out 
a strategic approach for achieving sustainable 
development in Europe and around the world: 
 

• Communication on the next steps for a sustainable European 
future 

• Proposal for a new European Consensus on 
Development 

 

• - In addition to the EU Global Strategy on Foreign and 
Security Policy (2016)  

 



Towards a new Consensus 

• November 2016: Presentation of the Commission 
proposal for the new Consensus to Council and 
European Parliament 

• Jan-May 2017: Inter-institutional discussions 
 

• June 2017: New Consensus signed by the 
Presidents of the Council (also for Member States), 
the European Parliament and the Commission, and 
the HRVP 
 

• July 2017: Presentation of the Consensus at UN 
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development 



New development policy contributes 
to all objectives of EU external action 

EU 
Development 

Policy 

Art 21.2d 
Sust. Dev.  

and Poverty 
Eradication 

Art 21.2h 
Multilateral 
Cooperation 

Art 21.2 
a-b-c-g 
Security 
Peace 

Resilience 

Art 21.2f 
Environment 

Natural 
Resources 

Art 21.2e 
Promote  

World  
Economy 



A new Consensus structured 
around 5 Ps 



Human 
development 
and dignity 

Protecting the 
environment, 

managing 
natural 

resources and 
tackling 

climage change 

Inclusive 
and 

sustainable 
growth and 

jobs 

Peaceful and 
inclusive 
societies, 

democracy, 
effective and 
accountable 
institutions, 
rule of law 
and human 
rights for all 

The EU as a 
force for 

implementa-
tion of the 

2030  
Agenda 



Main aspects of the new Consensus 

Address cross-
cutting elements 

Integrate 
systematically 

the social, 
economic and 
environmental 
dimensions of 

sustainable 
development 

Address the 
crucial nexuses 
with external 

policies  
 

Migration      Security  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Humanitarian   Climate 



How to implement the Consensus? 

Coordinate better 
between EU institutions 
and Member States, 
more joint programming 

Work with all 
stakeholders to make  
a difference 

Think beyond ODA: 
domestic resources, 
private sector 
investment, sound 
policies 

Differentiated better 
tailored partnerships with a 
broader range of partner 
countries 

Focus on results and 
development 
effectiveness 

Ensure Policy 
Coherence for 
Development 



Looking 
ahead 



The EU and SDGs in 2019 

• - January: the Commission adopts a Reflection Paper 
« Towads a Sustainable Europe by 2030 », in the 
context of the Future of Europe. Followed by Council 
conclusions  and EP resolution.   

• - June: Eurostat adopts a report on monitoing SDGs 
in the EU.  

• - June: the Commission adopts the Joint Synthesis 
Report on the implementation of the Consensus. 
Followed by Council conclusions.  

• - July: EU presentation at the HLPF.  
 

 



A new policy cycle ahead and SDGs 

• - October 2018: European Council on SDG 
implementation.  

• - The New Strategic Agenda 2019-2024: « The 
EU will use its influence to lead the response to 
global challenges, (…) promoting sustainable 
development and implementing the 2030 
Agenda”. 

 



The next Commission and SDGs 
• - July 2019: Political Guidelines for the new Commission: « The 

Commission will “refocus the European Semester into an 
instrument that integrates the SDGs».  

• - 11 September: Mission Letters and SDGs:  

• To every designated VP and Commissioner: “Each 
Commissioner will ensure the delivery of the SDGs within their 
policy area. The College as a whole will be responsible for the 
overall implementation of the Goals”.   

• To designate EVP Dombrovskis: “ensure that our economic 
policy supports our wider societal and environmental goals. 
You will lead the work on refocusing the European Semester 
so that it integrates the SDGs”. 

• To Commissioner-designate for International Partnerships, Ms. 
Jutta Urpilainen: “ensure Europe’s external financial assistance 
promotes the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
the SDGs within it”. 

 

 


