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These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for 

that purpose. Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of 

Justice of the European Union. 



 
 

What is the Kimberley Process (KP)? 
 

 
 

• International commitment to remove conflict 
diamonds from the global supply chain. 

• Three pillars: governments, industry and civil society 

• Applies to rough diamonds only 

• 55 Participants representing 82 countries (EU is a 
single Participant) 

• The core of the KP is the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme (KPCS) under which States 
implement safeguards on shipments of rough 
diamonds and certify them as “conflict-free”. 

 



Kimberley Process Certification Scheme 

• Under the terms of the KPCS, as defined in the Core 
Document, participants must: 

• Satisfy ‘minimum requirements’ 

• Commit to transparent practices and exchange of data 

• Trade only with fellow members who also satisfy the 
fundamentals of the agreement 

• Certify shipments as conflict-free  
 

• On 20 December 2002, the EU adopted Council Regulation 
(EC) No. 2368/2002 to set up a system of certification and 
import and export controls for rough diamonds, for the 
purpose of implementing the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme. 



Regulation (EC) 2368/2002 

• Legal basis: Article 207 TFEU (common commercial 
policy)  

• The Commission (Service for Foreign Policy 
Instruments) represents the EU in the Kimberley 
Process 

• The Commission has overall responsibility for 
implementation of the KP in the EU, assisted by a 
Committee of Member State representatives. 

• Member States report to the Commission on KP 
activity – statistical data; reporting of implementation 
issues.  



Impact on Member States  

• Seven union authorities – Belgium; Czech Republic; 
Germany; Ireland; Portugal; Romania; United 
Kingdom. (Details in Annex III of the Regulation)  

• Regulation sets conditions for import and export of 
rough diamonds (TARIC system to assist customs 
authorities)  

• Requires each Member State to establish sufficient 
internal controls and enforcement provisions and 
sanctions.  



Import and Export rules  

• Import of rough diamonds can only occur if the 
shipment is accompanied by a validated KP Certificate 
and is sent in a tamper-proof container with unbroken 
seals.  

• To obtain an EU KP Certificate for export conclusive 
evidence of legal import is necessary. Authorities may 
decide to physically inspect the contents.  

• A shipment cannot therefore be released unless all the 
conditions laid down in Regulation (EC) No 2368/2002 
are met.  

 



Thank you 


