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“Our aim is not just to enable 
developing countries to trade 
their way out of poverty, but 
to create economies and 
societies based on values, for 
the generations to come.” 



GSP – 3 Arrangements 

 

The EU's first GSP scheme was introduced in 1971. Regulation (EU) No 978/2012 
established the current scheme, preferences under which started to apply on 1 January 

2014 and will be effective for 10 years (EBA is open-ended). 
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  Standard GSP GSP+ EBA 

Beneficiaries 
Low or lower-middle 

income countries 

Standard GSP 
beneficiaries that are 
vulnerable (in terms 

of export 
diversification, export 
volumes) and have 

ratified 27 
international core 

conventions 

LDCs 

Number of 
beneficiaries 

15 8 47 

Tariff 
preferences 

duty suspension (non-
sensitive goods) or duty 

reduction (sensitive 
goods) for around 66% of 

all EU tariff lines 

duty suspension for 
around 66% of all EU 

tariff lines 

duty suspension for 
all goods with the 
exception of arms 
and ammunition 



Currently 15 std. GSP beneficiaries 

Africa Asia Australia & 
Pacific 

Middle 
East 

Rep. of Congo India Cook Islands Syria  

Kenya Indonesia Micronesia 

Nigeria Tajikistan Nauru 

Uzbekistan Niue 

Vietnam Samoa 

Tonga 
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Currently 8 GSP+ beneficiaries 

 

Bolivia 

Cape Verde 

Kyrgyzstan 
Armenia 

Pakistan 

Mongolia 

Sri Lanka 
Philippines 
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GSP+ Monitoring  

 

2018 2019 
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EBA: Enhanced Engagement  

• Trade for All:  "The Commission will: […] together 
with the High Representative, step up the 
dialogue with particular GSP countries and EBA 
beneficiaries where the EU can have most impact 
on the fight against human rights breaches, 
learning from the monitoring approach taken with 
GSP+ partners, and continue to be ready to 
suspend GSP benefits in the most serious cases 
[…]" 



GSP Impact 
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Standard GSP 
29,742,385  

49% 

Standard GSP 
30,570,871 

49%  

Standard GSP 
33,567,715 

49%  

[SERIES NAME] 
[VALUE] 

47% 

GSP+ 
8,200,866 

14%  

GSP+ 
8,594,185 

14%  

GSP+ 
9,347,789 

14%  

[SERIES NAME] 
[VALUE] 

14% 

EBA 
22,266,587 

37%  

EBA 
23,541,792 

37%  

EBA 
25,467,169 

37%  

[SERIES NAME] 
[VALUE] 

39% 

 -

 10.000.000

 20.000.000

 30.000.000

 40.000.000

 50.000.000

 60.000.000

 70.000.000

2015 2016 2017 2018

€ 60.2 bn 
€ 62.7 bn 

€ 68.4 bn € 69.2 bn 

EU standard GSP, GSP+ and EBA imports 
2015-2018 (thousand EUR) 
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 Total GSP EU imports from all GSP beneficiaries, 2018 

(thousand EUR) 
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Bangladesh 

16.931.338 
19% 

[CATEGORY 

NAME] 
[VALUE] 

[PERCENTAGE] 

Vietnam 

8.995.129 
10% 

Indonesia 

6.658.623 
7% 

Pakistan 

5.896.808 
6% 

Cambodia 

5.034.888 
6% 

Myanmar 

1.961.243 
2% 

Philippines 

1.923.454 
2% 

Sri Lanka 

1.365.837 
2% 

Mozambique 

1.219.498 
1% 

All others 

24.653.227 
27% 
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Mid Term Evaluation Conclusions 

13 

Furtherance of social progress and human rights 

Ratification and implementation of international 
conventions 

Limited impact on the environment 

Coherent with other EU policies and relevant to 
development needs of beneficiaries. 

Many GSP beneficiaries have made progress 

Social progress depends also on countries’ policies to direct 
resources to social development. 

 



Future of GSP 
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Further information 

• EU webpage GSP (incl. link to latest biennial GSP report) 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/generalised-
scheme-of-preferences/index_en.htm 

• Latest biennial GSP report (published in Jan. 2018) 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/january/tradoc_156536.pdf 

 

Country Annexes 
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