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Intra-Union trade in live animals

Live animals are traded, not placed on the market:

1. Fully harmonised rules on the movement of animals from one 
to another Member State

2. EU regulates the most important aspects of the movement of 
animals within a Member State where such animals are to be 
traded (see next slides)

3. Commission may inspect MSs for compliance with EU law
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Legislation on Trade in Live Animals

 Directive 64/432/EEC (cattle + pigs)

 Directive 91/68/EEC (sheep + goats)

 Directive 2009/156/EEC (equidae)

 Directive 92/65/EEC (other animals)

+

Related implementing Commission acts 
providing technical details or formats
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Principles of

1. Registered holdings of origin 

2. Surveillance network systems

3. Approved assembly centres 

4. Approved dealers 

5. Approved transporters (animal health and welfare)

6. Approved control posts (animal health and welfare)

7. Approved slaughterhouses under official 
veterinary supervision

Principles of Trade (I)
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Principles of Trade (II)
1. Notifiability of certain diseases

2. Country (region) freedom from major communicable 
disease

3. Officially disease free holdings, regions, Member States

4. Additional guaranties (IBR, AD)

5. Official Veterinary inspection

 at the place of origin (24 - 48 hours prior to loading)

 non-discriminatory checks at place of destination 

6. Identification of animals, registration of holdings

7. Residence, standstill, limited number of assembly 
operations

8. Pre-movement testing

9. Veterinary certification – Model certificates

10. Traceability (TRACES) incl. Route Plan ( animal welfare)
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MS A
Place of origin 1

MS B
Place of transit

MS C
Place of destination

MS D
Place of origin 2

Bovine animals and swine for 
breeding and production 

Certificate
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MS A
Place of origin 1

MS B
Place of transit

MS C
Place of destination

MS D
Place of origin 2

Bovine animals and swine for 
slaughter

Certificate
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Holding of origin

21 days residence  

21 days standstill

MS of origin MS of transit MS of destination

Assembly 

Centre

Slaughter 

House

Animal welfare 

Control Post

Assembly 

Centre

TRADE IN OVINE ANIMALS FOR SLAUGHTER

Additional 

Assembly Centre

Market

8



Health and
Consumers

Legislation on Controls

 Council Directive 90/425/EEC (checks)

 Council Directive 96/93/EC (certification)

 Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 (official controls)

(to be replaced by Regulation (EU) 2017/625 „Official Control Regulation“ as of 
14 December 2019)

 Responsibilities of competent authorities 

 Cooperation between national authorities

 Veterinary inspections

 Safeguard measures in case of risk

 Accreditation of laboratories 
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Export to third countries
Commission Decision 93/444/EEC

• exist point means any place situated in close proximity to 
the external frontier of a Member State offering customs 
supervision facilities

• Member States of origin shall ensure that each consignment 
of animals is accompanied by health certificates, which 
contain, where necessary, the additional guarantees 
provided for animals intended for slaughter.

• Where incidents occur during transport or where the 
consignee third country refuses a consignment, the Member 
States of transit or destination may require, may adopt all 
the measures provided for in Article 8 (1) (b) of Directive 
90/425/EEC or may require that the animals are 
slaughtered at the nearest slaughterhouse

10



Health and
Consumers

1. Responsibility of certifying officers
 satisfactory knowledge of legislation

 impartiality and no direct commercial interests

 must not sign blank or incomplete certificates 

 must not certify data  which cannot ascertained or animals not 
inspected

 shall only accept authentic pre-certification

2. Integrity of certification
3. Language of certificates 

 TRACES provides all official languages in any combination

4. Link between certificate and certifying officer 
5. Copy of certificates must be maintained

Principles of certification
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Certificate 
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Council Directive 64/432/EEC - Annex E
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Point I.25 Animals certified as: 

 breeding or production  

Possible options: 

Point I.12 Place of origin Point I.13 Place of destination 

 holding 
 holding 

 assembly centre (in the MS of destination) 

 assembly centre 
 dealer's premises (in the MS of destination) 

 

Point I.27 Transit through MS  

[Member State] (assembly centre (in the MS of transit, art. 5(5))) 
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Council Directive 64/432/EEC – Annex E
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Point I.25 Animals certified as: 

 slaughter 

Possible options: 

Point I.12 Place of origin Point I.13 Place of destination 

 holding 
 establishment (slaughterhouse) 

 dealer's premises 

 assembly centre (as defined in art. 7) 
 assembly centre 

 

 

Point I.27 Transit through MS  

[Member State] (assembly centre (in the MS of transit, art. 5(5))) 
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Official disease freedom - Member States

 Bovine 
Tuberculosis

 Bovine 
Brucellosis

 Enzootic 
Bovine 
Leucosis
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Additional Guaranties

16



Health and
Consumers

TRADE: Associated legislation
Species: cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, equidae

Commission Decision 2009/712/EC establishing i.e. model lists of 
assembly centres and dealers.

List of approved establishements in the Member States:

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/live_animals/approved-establishments_en

Member States shall establish Internet-based information pages in order to make 
electronically available to the other Member States and to the public the lists of the 
approved assembly centres and the approved dealers and communicate the Internet 
address of these information pages to the Commission. 

The Commission provides a website with direct links to the required information 

created by each Member State on its national website.

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/live_animals/approved-establishments_en
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Equidae – legal framework
Animal Health

(live equidae)

(movement, trade, imports)

Dir. 2009/156/EC

Zootechnics
(studbook)

Regulation (EU) 2016/1012

Dir. 90/427/EEC (Art. 8)

Competitions
(use)

Dir. 90/428/EEC

Animal Health
(semen, ova ,embryos)

(trade, imports)

Dir. 92/65/EEC

Animal Welfare
Reg. (EC) No 1/2005
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 Equidae

 Species

•E. caballus 

•E. asinus

•E. hemionus 

– Kiang, Onager, Kulan, 

Dschiggetai, Khur

•E. quagga

•E. zebra 

•E. grevyi

 crossings 

 wild or domesticated
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 any premises or facilities in which equidae are habitually
kept or bred, for whatever use (Directive 2009/156/EC)

 any nature reserves where equidae live in freedom 
(Directive 92/35/EEC)

 Holding
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 Registered equidae
 Studbook 

 International organisation which 
manages horses for competition or 
racing

 Breeding and Production

 Slaughter

 Categories of Equidae
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Regulation (EU) 2015/262

6 1 6 0 0 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

 Movement-independent identification 

 Single lifetime ID-document 

 Database records on issued ID-documents

 Document replacement procedures

 Immobilisation tool in case of disease

 Unique Life Number (UELN compatible)

 Medication record

 Status of equidae as food-producing animals has consequences 

for medicinal treatment (Reg. (EC) No 470/2009)

 Specific derogation in Article 10 of Directive 2001/82/EC requires 

tight link between document and animal

 List of medicaments Com.Reg. (EC) No 1950/2006 22
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 as of 1 July 2009 active 
marking of foals with an 
electronic transponder within 
first year of life

 alternative methods

 unequivocal link

 sign of identification

Regulation (EU) 2015/262

+ DNA  = OK
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 Studbooks 

• have the privilege to issue passports in 
accordance with Reg. 2015/262

• are established or maintained by 
organisations recognised in accordance 
with Regulation (EU) 2016/1012

Passport issuing bodies
 Registered Equidae

 Equidae for breeding and production

 World Equestrian Federation (FEI)

• recognition of passports issued strictly 
in accordance with Reg. 2015/262

 Body designated by competent authority
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Attestation - Annex II to 2009/156/EC

No place of destination
No TRACES
No checks at destination
No route plan
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Certificate  - Annex III to 2009/156/EC

Place of destination
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Safeguard Measures: EIA - Romania

• Commission Decision 2010/346/EU –
trade from Romania

• Electronic transponder and 
identification document

• 2 x Coggins test 90 days apart 
before movement

• List of approved and 
supervised holdings

• Certificate in accordance with 
Annex III in all cases
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I. New upcoming legislation

Animal Health Law (Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council):

 Applicable as of 21 April 2021;

Relevant Parts:

 Chapter 1, Title I, Part IV: registration, approval, 
record-keeping and registers;

 Section 1, Chapter 2, Title I, Part IV: traceability 
requirements;

 Chapter 3, Title I, Part IV: requirements for movement 
within the Union;

 Part V: entry into the Union.
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Thank you for your attention

QUESTIONS?
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